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The Chief Justice and the Page:
Earl Warren, Charles Bush, and
the Promise of Brown v.
Board of Education

Todd C. Peppers

Introduction
In late July of 1954, a Supreme Court
announcement triggered headlines across the
country. It was not the issuance of another
ground-breaking opinion regarding the integration of public schools. Nor was it the
news that an elderly Supreme Court justice
was retiring. Instead, the Court notified the
press corps that a fourteen-year-old Black
student named Charles Vernon Bush had
been hired to be one of four Supreme Court
pages that Term. The Court had employed
pages since the early nineteenth century:
Their most visible duty was to sit behind
the justices during court sessions, ready to
provide court documents, legal books, and
fresh water. But the pages also had significant
duties behind the scenes, and their access to
judicial chambers and case materials meant
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that these young teenagers were trusted with
the Court’s secrets.
The headlines made it clear that the
hiring was newsworthy solely because of
Bush’s race. “High Court Gets 1st Negro
Page Boy,” reported the New York Times.
“High Court Picks First Negro Page,” echoed
the Washington Post. “Negro Youngster is
Supreme Court Page,” stated the ArgusLeader (Sioux Falls). “Supreme Court Picks
Negro Page,” trumpeted the Johnson City
Press-Chronicle. “Supreme Court Gets Negro as Page,” announced the Dothan Eagle.
“Negro Boy Named Page to Supreme Court
by Warren,” declared the Fort Worth StarTelegram.
Many of the newspaper articles presented a similar set of basic facts, in part
because local newspapers were reprinting
wire service reports. Bush was not only “the
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When Chief Justice Earl Warren requested that the page program be integrated at the Supreme Court in 1954, he
knew the larger consequences of hiring a Black page: that the Capitol Page School (class of 1947 pictured), the
high school that educated Congressional pages, would be forced to integrate. The Court had just issued the Brown
decision and would be hearing cases about its implementation that fall.

first of his race” to be “honored” with a
page appointment, but he would also be
the first minority to attend the Capitol Page
School. It was reported that he was an honors
student from Banneker Junior High School (a
segregated junior high school) with an “easy
grin” who was concerned about balancing his
high school studies with his page duties; that
he couldn’t wait for the start of the basketball
season; that his father was an academic
administrator at Howard University; that he
would earn more than 2,000 dollars a year,
a substantial salary;1 that the appointment
was made by the Supreme Court Marshal’s
Office with “the approval” of Chief Justice
Earl Warren; and that only four teenagers a
year served as Supreme Court pages.
Only a few newspapers directly linked
Bush’s appointment to the recent decision
in Brown v. Board of Education.2 “Oddly,”
observed the New York Times, “this will be, in
a way, the first implementation of the Court’s
ruling that segregation is unconstitutional.”3
In a subsequent editorial, the Times gave the
Supreme Court lukewarm praise for finally
integrating its page corps. “The court could
hardly have done differently, although it
did wait a long time…[b]ut we are making
progress.”4 The Washington Post also drew

the connection between the Brown decision
and the Bush hiring, noting that the Supreme
Court was “practicing what it preaches.”5
What made Bush’s appointment especially noteworthy, however, were its ramifications beyond the walls of the Supreme
Court. Starting in the 1940s, all pages at
the Supreme Court were required to attend
the Capitol Page School in Washington, DC.
Although the school was technically private,
it had a contract with the District of Columbia
to provide educational services for pages
working at the Supreme Court and Congress,
so it was considered a public school.6 By
hiring Bush, a Black teenager, to work at
the Court, the Supreme Court was effectively
requiring the Capitol Page School to immediately desegregate—thus becoming one
of the first public schools in the country to
implement Brown.
As with most news stories, the excitement over Bush’s appointment quickly
faded as reporters turned their attention to
other events. No subsequent articles were
published discussing Bush’s experiences at
the Supreme Court, although a small handful
of newspapers noted Bush’s graduation from
Page School in 1957.7 Nor have the many
biographies on Earl Warren discussed how
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the Chief Justice used the appointment of
Charles Bush to integrate a public school as
well as change the world inside the marble
walls of the nation’s highest court. The essay
will attempt to fill in the historical record and
show how a chief justice and a fourteen-yearold page took a small step in realizing the
promise of Brown.
Charles Vernon Bush: The Origins of a
Supreme Court Pioneer
Bush was born in Tallahassee, Florida,
on December 17, 1939, to Charles H. and
Marie Baker Bush. His father was a graduate of Morehouse College and a teacher
at Lincoln High School in Tallahassee. In
1943 the family moved to Washington when
his father took the position of educational
director of Howard University’s Clarke Hall.
The younger Bush later recalled that his
family lived at the university, referring to
himself as a “campus brat.”8
By all accounts, Charles was an exemplary student who consistently made his
junior high school honor roll while juggling
a host of extracurricular activities: captain
of the debate team; member of the varsity
basketball team and the spelling team; class
treasurer; actor and director of school plays;
recipient of awards in science competitions;
member of the National Honor Society;
member of the school newspaper’s business
staff. And he had a perfect three-year attendance record. Newspapers reported that
the younger Bush was an active member
of the All Souls Unitarian Church, held a
paper route, and enjoyed stamp collecting and
raising parakeets.9
In the spring of Charles’ final year at
Banneker Junior High School, the Supreme
Court announced that the doctrine of “separate but equal” in the context of public school
education violated the Fourteenth Amendment’s Equal Protection Clause. Charles’
initial reaction to Brown is unknown, but it is
reasonable to assume that he understood the

The Supreme Court set up a public relations shoot in the
summer of 1954 to photograph Charles Bush, an honors
student from Banneker Junior High, with his family.
His father (left), Charles Bush Sr., was an academic
administrator at Howard University. Young Charles was
unprepared and overwhelmed by the national coverage
of his selection to be the first Black page.

significance of the Court’s decision. It is very
unlikely, however, that Charles foresaw how
the case would so dramatically and swiftly
change his life.
Selecting a Supreme Court Page
Shortly after the Supreme Court
announced that the segregation of public
schools was unconstitutional, Court
staffers—at the direction of Chief Justice
Earl Warren—reached out to schools in the
District of Columbia and asked them to
recommend minority candidates for an open
page position at the Court.10 The Court had
a long tradition of hiring young teenagers to
work as pages, but the Court had never hired
either a minority or a woman.
Out of a list of forty potential candidates, District of Columbia School Assistant
Superintendent Harold A. Haynes forwarded
five names to Supreme Court Marshal T.
Perry Lippett. At least some of the five
candidates were interviewed by Lippett, who
recommended to Chief Justice Earl Warren
that the Court hire fourteen-year-old Charles.

30

JOURNAL OF SUPREME COURT HISTORY

The Chief Justice undoubtedly understood
the larger consequences of hiring a Black
page, namely, that the Capitol Page School
would be forced to desegregate by the fall of
1954.
In a 2007 interview with historian Daryl
Gonzalez, Bush discussed how the Chief Justice pushed to integrate the Supreme Court
pages. “His intent was to demonstrate to the
world that the Supreme Court was indeed
serious about the school integration decision.
And that was important to him because the
implementation hearings were occurring in
the next [court] session.”11
When Bush was notified by school officials that the Supreme Court was looking for
a page, he had never heard of either the Capitol Page School, where Congressional and
Supreme Court pages attended high school,
or the Supreme Court page program. Other
than knowing that the Court wanted a Black
page, Bush recalled that he was told only
one other important selection criterion: all
new pages had to be short. “They [the pages]
had four chairs behind the Supreme Court
Justices, so they actually sat two on either
side of the entrance in the rear of the Justices’
rostrum,” he explained. “And so they looked
for someone who was relatively short, so they
wouldn’t tower over the Justices.”12 In fact,
the height requirement dictated that the pages
could not be taller than the shortest justice—
who in 1954 was Felix Frankfurter, only five
feet four inches tall.
While the height requirement was enforced at the time of hiring, by the 1950s
pages were no longer transferred to other
positions if they grew too tall. “That might
have been a real tradition at one time, but
really wasn’t the rule when I was there,”
explains former page Robert Jacoby. He
started as a Supreme Court page in October
1953, and, like many teenagers, he sprouted
in height. “I grew to five foot ten inches in
height during my years at the Court,” recalled
Jacoby. “They used that excuse [the height
requirement] to be able to tell a kid it was

time to go if it wasn’t working out. They
literally held that over your head.”13
Bush’s Reaction to the Selection
While Bush was “very much aware” of
the historic nature of his appointment, he
was not prepared for the wave of newspaper reporters who sat on the family’s
front porch, asked endless questions, and
demanded photo shoots on the steps of the
Supreme Court. “When I was selected, it
was a major event,” recalled Bush. “It was
covered in the international media, all over
the world. We were inundated with interview
requests and information requests and I was
an instant media personality.” Not surprisingly, Bush was not ready to be “paraded
around Capitol Hill and having my picture
taken and [be] asked all sorts of intrusive
questions” adding “[t]hat’s a lot of pressure
for a 14-year-old.”14
Bush’s parents tried to help their son with
the strain of his new celebrity. “The thing that
my parents . . . wanted to make clear to me
was that I was still a little boy. And that I
needed to be sure that I retained my sense of
balance in the world, irrespective of all this
attention.”15 At the same time, Bush’s parents
wanted to prepare Bush for his new position
at both the Capitol Page School and the
Supreme Court. “My parents counseled me
on how I should comport myself,” explained
Bush. “They made me realize that I was a
representative for the entire race and anything
that I did or said would be reported around
the world.” Concluded Bush: “They thought
I could handle it, and I did.”16
While Bush and his parents struggled to
adjust to the glare of the media spotlight, they
felt neglected by the Supreme Court. “There
was no real preparation by the Supreme Court
folks to prepare us for what we were about
to face,” said Bush. “[W]e just coped.”17
This meant Bush and his parents went “where
we were told to go” and participated in all
interviews and photo shoots that the Supreme
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Pages Vance Morrison, Robert Jacoby, Charles Bush and Stuart Polly in their traditional page uniform, which,
unlike Congressional pages, included knickers.

Court staff scheduled for them. Looking
back, Bush described the time period as “a
blur.”18
In 2007, Charles Bush gave a speech
at his alma mater, the Air Force Academy,
during which he shared some advice that his
former junior high school teacher gave to her
classroom of Black students:
[She] indelibly imprinted on the
minds of us boys that we could take
advantage of the outstanding education we were to receive or we could
spend a future digging ditches. . .
. She also made it clear that in the
world we were entering, in order to
compete with a white boy, for the
same position, we would have to be
two to three times as capable.19
Surely, those words must have motivated
Bush as he broke racial barriers at both the
Supreme Court and the Capitol Page School.

Charles Bush and the Capitol Page School
Bush entered the Capitol Page School
in September of 1954, becoming the first
minority student to integrate the District
of Columbia’s public school system. Bush
later described attending the formerly allwhite school as a “real shock” that was
“exacerbated by the fact that I was torn
away from anybody who was of my racial
background.”
Because of political patronage in the appointment of Congressional pages, combined
with the power wielded by southern segregationists, many of the pages were drawn
from the South. “There were some folks there
[page school] that felt very strongly about
their views, but interestingly enough a lot of
them tended to be some of the slower guys
and the more stupid of the crowd . . . folks
that are always looking for someone to be
better than,” Bush stated. “And I’ve found
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Behind the scenes at the Court: Charles Bush playing ping pong in the page locker room; Bush, Jacoby and Morrison
changing in the page locker room; Bush and Jacoby putting on ties.

that frequently the case, so they really didn’t
bother me.”20
Bush recalled that there was occasionally
a “confrontation or a semi confrontation”
at the school regarding race. One specific
instance stuck with him:

semi-joke that he was telling at the
expense of black people. But that
is probably the only incident that
really is indelibly imprinted upon
my mind.21

We used to have these breaks; I
don’t know if you still have them:
the fifteen minute break in the day,
where you got to go get a doughnut
or something, a coffee? And I was
coming back and everybody was
gathered in the library. And the
library was full and I walked in the
door and one of the guys back in the
corner from Georgia was telling this
story about this black guy wearing
these loud clothes. . . . And as I
entered, everybody became aware
that I was there and there was a
very embarrassed silence about this

Fellow Supreme Court page Vance Morrison recalled Bush’s arrival at the Capitol
Page School. “Charlie approached his new
class mates with a quiet dignity and tried very
hard to be friends with all if they wished,”
Morrison wrote. This “quiet dignity” was
maintained in the face of student comments
about Bush’s race. “While he was not always
treated well by many of us, he maintained the
higher ground” and “earned the respect of all
and made many friends.”22
Former page Stuart Polly also described
Bush as seeming more mature than his peers.
“Charlie was the son of an educator, so he
was more formal and polished than the rest
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of us,” said Polly. “Maybe weighed his words
a bit more carefully.”
Fellow page Jacoby remembered that
Bush worked hard to “fit in” with the white
pages. “I think that I was always friendly to
Bush and very careful to not offend him,”
said Jacoby. “But when Bush wasn’t there,
some of the other pages were more likely
to make little racial jokes (not about Bush,
but in general) . . . [or have] the usual
conversations about the differences between
blacks and whites.”
With the perspective of time and maturity, Jacoby wondered aloud if he could have
done more to help Bush. “I feel troubled by
the fact that this was a rare opportunity for me
as a boy where I could have embraced him,”
explained Jacoby. “I wish I had reached out to
him more outside of the court. . . . I regret that
I didn’t invite him to my neighborhood. Just
to hang out. There was some awkwardness
about how to socialize outside of the Court.”
The Other Black Pages Who Followed Bush
Bush was almost joined by a second
Black page in the fall of 1954. Frederick
Jerome Saunders was a fellow classmate
of Bush’s at Banneker Junior High School.
The Supreme Court originally believed that
there would be two open page positions, and
Saunders’ name was also forwarded to the
Court. When it turned out that only one
position needed to be filled, Bush was hired.
Saunders would attend Dunbar High School
for a year before accepting a position in the
Supreme Court library (a non-page position)
and enrolling in the Capitol Page School.23
Saunders’ hiring was not the subject of
national headlines, although the Washington
Post wrote a story on Saunders and his
widowed mother’s successful efforts to make
sure that four of her older children earned
their college degrees and went into teaching
careers. “As the baby in the family,” concluded the Post, “Fred is off to a good start
in living up to the family standards.”24
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The second Black teenager to officially
work as a page was Samuel Isaiah Williams,
who started at the Court in the fall of
1957 (Bush had graduated the previous
spring). Neither Saunders nor Williams felt
the weight of integrating the Supreme Court
page corps. “I think I did not feel the pressure
. . . because my mother always instilled in
me the confidence in myself to be successful
in any task I undertook.”25 Saunders knew,
however, that the decision by the Court to
hire minority pages “‘was important’” and
“‘would have a lasting effect after the Brown
decision.’”26
Perhaps because he was not the pioneer,
Saunders would have an easier time. “I just
blended right in,” said Saunders. “It seemed
that people accepted me at both the Court
and at page school. I didn’t take any hits.”27
Saunders has especially fond memories of
Helen Saunders (no relation), the Supreme
Court librarian for whom he worked. “She
embraced me like I was her child.”
Saunders added, however, that he wasn’t
blind to the fact that powerful actors still
supported segregation—such as some of the
southern members of Congress. On a day
when Congress was not in session, he accompanied a Congressional page he had
befriended to that chamber and “made it my
business to sit in Strom Thurmond’s chair.”28
Like Saunders, Samuel Williams—who
started at the Supreme Court in the fall
of 1957—did not feel singled out for discriminatory treatment. “I was conscious
of being the only ‘colored’ page amongst
four [Supreme Court Pages]—perhaps selfconscious is better, as I didn’t want to have
attention focused on me.”29 Despite this selfconsciousness about race, Williams asserted
that it was not triggered by external animus.
I understood that there were differences in society. But while I was at
the Court, I never felt different about
one person than another. Maybe I
was naïve at that time. When I was
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mix with them. It’s just the principle of the
thing.”31
Working as a Supreme Court Page

Frederick Jerome Saunders was the second Black
teenager to attend the Capitol Page school and served
in the Supreme Court library. He went on to work for the
Immigration and Naturalization Service and the United
States Postal Service.

there, even sitting with the other
pages, I was shy and quiet. I never
felt that I was different than the
other pages. Even at Page School, I
didn’t notice racism. I never focused
on it. I focused on the guys who
were really friendly.30
While Saunders and Williams may not
have noticed discriminatory attitudes from
their white classmates, it is impossible to
believe that racial animus disappeared from
the Capitol Page School after Bush enrolled.
Neither the House nor the Senate had integrated their page corps, and a firestorm
of controversy erupted in 1959 when several House members attempted to hire a
Black page (the Senate would not hire its
first minority page until 1965). And while
Williams was attending the Page School, a
newly-enrolled white southern teenager—a
young Virginian named Ludson Hudgins—
left the school after learning that he would be
taking classes with Black students. The son
of a prominent segregationist, Hudgins told
newspaper reporters “I haven’t got anything
against colored people, but I don’t want to

Charles Bush started working at the
Supreme Court on September 27, 1954. He
would follow a rigid schedule for the next
three years: Bush and his father would leave
the Howard University campus at 5:30 a.m.,
and the elder Bush would drop Charles off at
the Page School—located on the third floor of
the Thomas Jefferson Building at the Library
of Congress—by 6:15 a.m. Bush would attend classes until approximately 10:00 a.m.,
take the short walk from the Library of
Congress to the Supreme Court, change into
his distinctive page uniform, and begin his
six-hour workday.32
The world that he entered in September
of 1954 was bound by history and tradition—
including a stratified socioeconomic structure based on race that “quickly became
apparent” to Charles.33 Bush explained:
I was thrust not only into a white
school but also into a white power
structure at the court. There were
layers of status, and the messengers
and laborers, who were all black,
were lowest on the totem pole. Pages
are next to the law clerks on the
totem pole, so we were treated with
a great deal of respect. It was interesting, because suddenly folks who
were accustomed to treating black
people one way had to change.34
Bush stated that he did not face racial
discrimination at the Court, in part because of
the prestige of being a page. “There are only
four pages on the Supreme Court . . . you’re
talking about a very small, elite group of little
boys,” explained Bush. “So, we were treated
special because of who we were—our age
and the fact that we were VIPs and we had
a special relationship with the Justices and
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with the administrators.”35 Bush conceded,
however, that there was another reason why
he was not subjected to discrimination. “They
knew that if they differentiated between me
and the other pages that it would be noted
very quickly” and “it was very clear that no
one wanted to cross the Chief Justice on that
score . . . the Chief Justice was not somebody
to screw with.”
One group who enthusiastically welcomed Bush were the Black employees who
worked at the Court. “The messengers and
the janitorial staff were tickled pink that I
was there because it was sort of a thumb
in the eye of the folks there that differentiated between black and white being high
or low.”36 Samuel Williams remembers a
similar welcome. “The messengers [who at
that time were all black] were so excited
to see me because I was the second black
page,” Williams said. “The messengers gave
me advice and told me, ‘if you get upset about
anything, talk to us.’ They wanted me to be
a success.”37 To Williams, the messengers
were his “uncles.”
Frederick Saunders also remembers being warmly accepted by the messengers, and
he went out of his way to connect with
the janitorial staff. “I would talk to the
building cleaners every day,” said Saunders,
“[I] went down to the basement to see them.”
Saunders visits were more than merely social.
“I wanted to show them that I didn’t think
that I was better than them.” Saunders fondly
recalled the “great camaraderie” that he developed with the cleaners.
The fact that Bush was assigned to work
in the chief justice’s anteroom provided another layer of protection from discrimination.
Bush never knew if the assignment was a
deliberate attempt to protect him, but it came
with additional benefits: Bush was often one
of the first staff members to greet the heads of
state and powerful political actors who called
on the chief justice. “I would be ‘on deck’
when these folks visited,” Bush recalled.
“And so, over the years, I got to meet or
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say ‘hello’ to a hell of a lot of chiefs of
state.”38
The interest that Chief Justice Earl Warren took in the lives of the pages is a consistent theme in reminiscences by former pages
from the 1950s and 1960s. He always greeted
the pages with a hearty “Good morning,
boys” when he prepared to take the bench,
and the Chief regularly talked with them
about their academic studies. The relationship between the teenagers and Warren is
perhaps best described by Samuel Williams,
who recounted sitting down and talking about
college with Warren:
Chief Justice Warren talked with me
about future educational opportunities. I was from a family of meager
means and hadn’t thought about
going to college. He asked if he
wanted to go to a service academy,
and I told him that I wanted to
be an electrical engineer. I felt so
at ease with the Chief. It felt like
talking to my grandfather. . . . I can’t
think of too many other people who
instilled in me the value of getting
an education than the Chief Justice.
Not all pages, however, quietly accepted
the Chief’s advice. Former page Ernest Wilson (1963–1966) recalls a lunch when the
chief justice expressed his concerns about
Wilson’s involvement in a large number of
high school extracurricular activities:
I have a short attention span. At one
point during one of these lunches,
the chief says, “Wilson, I got a
report from the school that you are
doing all these activities. If you
just buckled down and focus your
energy, you could do much better.”
Answer: “Well, Mr. Chief Justice,
that may be true, but I do a lot
of interesting things. If I focused,
I couldn’t do all these interesting
things.”39
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During this conversation, Warren’s personal messenger—Alvin Wright Sr.—was
serving lunch and looked askance at Wilson’s
retort.
Job Duties
As for the job duties of the pages, Bush
explained that the teenagers “really worked”
and had little time for homework when the
Court was in session. Vance Morrison detailed their duties as follows:
Tasks that all Court Pages accomplished included, on days when
Court was in session, setting out
quill pens for the attorneys arguing
the case that day; paper, pens, ink,
sharpened pencils for each Justice’s
desk on the Bench; and large bottles of commercial spring water in
stands behind the bench with glasses
and silver trays for water for the Justices when requested. Supplies were
stored in an ante room behind the
bench. As the Justices approached
the Bench each morning and after
the lunch recess, if needed, Pages
helped them finish putting on their
black robes and then, when the Crier
called the Court to order, Pages
held back the long, heavy drapes as
the Justices proceeded together up
the few steps to the Bench and to
their seats. Pages also assisted as the
Justices were seated.
While Court was in session, the
Pages sat quietly in small chairs on
the Bench immediately behind the
Justices and between the huge marble columns. When signaled by a
Justice, they delivered notes, papers
or books to and from the Justices
and their offices—or each other—
and brought them a glass of water
or other items when requested. After

The second Black teenager to officially work as a page
at the Court was Samuel Isaiah Williams, who started
in the fall of 1957. He went on to earn his Ph.D. in
Public Policy and served in both the public and private
sector, including a stint in the Office of Management
and Budget.

a day’s session ended in the late
afternoon, Pages cleaned up the attorneys’ and Justices desks, put everything reusable back into the Ante
Room, changed into street clothes,
and then took public transportation
home for the evening.40
Seniority dictated what tasks the pages
performed and where the pages sat in the
Courtroom. The senior pages prepared the
bench, while the younger pages prepared the
counsel tables. And it was the senior pages
who held the curtain for the chief justice
and the two senior justices (the more junior
justices enter the bench from side curtains).
And while the Court was in session, the
two senior pages sat to the audience’s left
and the two junior pages to the audience’s
right—thus placing the newer pages near the
Marshal’s desk, “where they could be more
easily watched.”41
Regardless of where they sat, the pages
kept out a keen eye for a gesture or a quiet
snap of a justice’s fingers. In the 1970s,
Chief Justice Warren Burger would instruct
the pages: “[When the court is in session]
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you should be like a quarterback who comes
up behind the center and looks up and down
the line. Your eyes should be doing that
at all time—looking for gestures from the
justices.”42
When the pages were at the Court, they
dressed in uniforms that harkened back to another era. They were required to wear a black
double-breasted suit, a white shirt, black tie,
long black stockings with knickers, and black
shoes. The entire uniform cost about sixty
dollars, and the pages were required to pay
for the outfit. “The pants [cuffs] are either too
tight or they’re falling down,” Robert Jacoby
complained to the Christian Science Monitor
in 1954.43
A few justices had their own unique
requests for Court sessions. Justice Felix
Frankfurter required freshly sharped pencils,
cut down to four inches in length. Frankfurter
would throw away the pencils at the end of
oral argument. The Justice also wanted a
steady supply of horehound candy and would
only drink Poland Spring water—served at
room temperature. William O. Douglas required a particular green ink for his ink
well,44 and he sent the pages to retrieve
materials from the Library of Congress that
Douglas used to write his books—often during oral argument. Finally, Hugo L. Black’s
chair—a combination of a swivel chair and a
rocking chair—threatened the dignity of the
Court. “We had to be careful pushing the
chair behind him so he wouldn’t land on the
floor.”45
When they were finished with a case
book, the justices would hold the book at the
side of their chair for the page to retrieve it.
The sole exception was Justice Frankfurter,
who would toss the book behind the chair
without regard to whether the book landed
in such a fashion as to bend its pages. This
practice especially rankled Jacoby, who once
received a lecture from Frankfurter on how to
properly treat his own schoolbooks.
Although Frankfurter intimidated some
of the pages, Bush—who considered Frank-
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furter to be “a genius”—was amused when
Frankfurter did circles in his swivel bench
chair. Bush also described Frankfurter as
“querulous and probably the most talkative
on the bench”—including engaging in a constant stream of comments with Black, who
sat next to Frankfurter. Even as a teenager,
Bush recognized that attorneys were unwise
to anger Frankfurter. “If you got on his bad
side as a lawyer [during oral argument], it was
not fun because he was very, very bright and
very, very interrogative.”46
The first minority pages also had a
front-row seat when civil rights cases appeared before the Court in the 1950s. Samuel
Williams recalled hearing the “Little Rock
High School” integration case (Cooper v.
Aaron) argued in 1958. As controversial as
the case was, it was Williams’ presence in the
Courtroom that made headlines in one newspaper. A few days after oral argument, The
Afro-American ran a story with the headline
“Colored Page Eased Thirst of Segregationist
Advocate.”47 The first paragraph of the story
reads as follows:
As he argued earnestly before the
Supreme Court, for two-and-a-half
years of continued segregation at
Central High School . . . the attorney
for the Little Rock school board
was handed a glass of water. The
Supreme Court page who brought
the water for the comfort of attorney
Richard C. Butler was—ironically
enough —a colored youth.
The article was accompanied with a
picture of Williams, standing on the steps
of the Supreme Court in the infamous page
knickers.
Not all the memorable in-Court moments were serious. For Bush, the funniest
memory involved Justice Sherman Minton—
who Bush described as a “massive man from
Indiana and a really nice guy” who had
“the habit of napping on the bench.” One
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day during oral argument, the front rows of
the gallery were filled by the members of
a visiting high school band. Typically, the
Court would ask the female band members
who wore short skirts to wear an overcoat
for the sake of decorum. But on this day,
one of the female band members decided
to remove the coat and thus expose the
sitting justices to an inappropriate amount of
flesh. As oral argument ended, Justice Minton
awoke with a start, was startled by the display
before him, leaned forward, and loudly said,
“‘God damn!’ Really upset the Chief, it did,”
laughed Bush.
The pages’ job duties continued when
the Court was not in session. They would help
in the Supreme Court library, retrieve books
and other research materials from the Library
of Congress, and sit outside the Conference
room in case the justices required assistance.
When not needed, the pages sat in a small
room near the Supreme Court library and
did homework. With the Court not being in
session, the pages were permitted to deviate
from tradition and wear regular pants instead
of their trademark knickers.
Keeping the Court’s work confidential
was not systematically addressed. The only
page who remembered getting a lecture on
the importance of confidentiality was Charles
Bush. “I was cautioned right after I got
there,” stated Bush. “[S]ome litigation was
coming before the Court that dealt with
General Motors and DuPont . . . it was
pointed out to me that the information that
was being considered [by the Court] could
be very valuable to people who were dealing
with the stock market.” While Bush didn’t
understand the nuances of the case, he “did
understand the overall strategic value of the
information and how it might be used.”
Interaction with the Justices
The pages grew to know and like most
of their black-robed employers. “I remember
remarking to my parents that I was surprised

that justices—so high in the pecking order—
were such nice people,” explained Stuart
Polly.48 If the pages had held a popularity
contest, Justice Tom C. Clark would have
been the runaway winner due to his gregarious personality and tradition of giving
the pages Christmas presents (usually ties)
and tickets to the annual Army–Navy game.
Other pages recall receiving cuff links from
Justice Douglas during the holidays.
For Samuel Williams, it was Justice
William J. Brennan who made the young man
feel welcome at the Court. “Justice Brennan
spoke to me every time he came on the
bench,” recalled Williams. “He seemed to go
out of his way to speak to me. He was such an
important person, but he was taking the time
to talk to me.” And the Justice’s kindness
made an impact on Williams. “Being the
only African-American page up there on
the bench, he made me feel very calm and
relaxed.”49
The Pages as Youngsters
Regardless of their solemn surroundings,
and their professional relationships with the
some of the nation’s finest legal minds,
the pages were youngsters and occasionally
acted like it. Races up the Court’s spiral
staircase. Marathon ping pong games in the
page locker room. Basketball games in the
upstairs basketball court, sometimes including a young law clerk named William H.
Rehnquist.
One tradition in the 1950s involved the
long concrete tunnel that ran between the
Supreme Court and the Library of Congress.
Designed to be used to transport books and
materials during inclement weather, the older
pages would use the tunnel to put a scare into
the new pages. Bob Jacoby explained:
“As part of the initiation they [the
older pages] brought John Calhoun
[a fellow page] and I down to the
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tunnel. Told us that there were no
lights. Told us that we had to walk
through the tunnel while watching
for old machinery. Then they [the
older pages] would sneak ahead. We
would be slowly walking, hanging
on the wall, going slowly. Then they
would turn on the lights at the end!”
A second, less elaborate trick was to send
the new pages down the tunnel and turn off
the lights when they reached the half-way
point. Williams still recalled the tunnel as “a
little scary.”
Graduation from the Page Corps
Charles Bush and Frederick Saunders
graduated from Page School in June 1957.
As with previous years, graduation kicked
off with a reception for the pages in the
East Room of the White House, hosted by
Mamie Eisenhower. On the evening of July
10, the formal graduation ceremony was held
in the House Ways and Means Committee
Room. There, twenty Capitol Page School
seniors and their families were serenaded
by the U.S. Navy Orchestra and listened to
Senator Frank Church (D-Idaho) give the
graduating address. On the following morning, the graduates assembled outside Vice
President Nixon’s office at the United States
Capitol. They met with the Vice President
and received presidential certificates signed
by President Eisenhower (Nixon graciously
offered to sign the certificates as well).
We don’t know what Bush thought of his
graduation ceremony, but fellow graduate Jacoby recalled an earlier graduation ceremony
that featured a tardy junior senator named
John F. Kennedy and an ad-libbed speech by
Chief Justice Earl Warren. In the spring of
1954, Jacoby attended the ceremony because
senior page Al Smith was graduating. Chief
Justice Warren was invited to attend, and he
sat with his wife in the front row. Senator
Kennedy was the guest speaker, but was late.
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After the school principal made some small
talk, and still no Senator Kennedy, she turned
in desperation to the Chief Justice and asked
him to give some brief remarks. “Warren
nodded, got up, and gave an eloquent, off-thecuff graduation speech,” said Jacoby. Senator
Kennedy arrived a few minutes into the
speech, and the Chief Justice announced to
the audience that the graduation speaker had
arrived.
Kennedy gave a “very disjointed
speech,” recalled Jacoby (Stuart Polly
described it as “terrible” and that the
parents in attendance were upset with
the junior senator from Massachusetts).
“At the conclusion of the ceremony, my
Dad commented that the chief justice
gave a much better speech than Kennedy.”
Jacoby attended three additional graduation
ceremonies, but Warren never returned—
perhaps because he feared being pressed into
speaker duties again.
Chief Justice Warren did not attend future graduation ceremonies, but he made sure
to formally recognize the event. Each page
was given a copy of the American College
Dictionary. Their names were stamped in
gold on the front cover, and each dictionary
was inscribed by the Chief Justice. For Bob
Jacoby, the Chief Justice wrote: “To Robert
M. Jacoby, who has been a good student at the
Congressional Page School. He has served
this Court well. It is my hope that that he will
make a life-long friend of this book.” “As you
can see from the enclosed pictures, I’ve used
it frequently ever since,” remarked Jacoby.
Subsequent Careers
At the time Charles Bush was selected
to be the first Black page, his father told
reporters that his son—who wanted to be
an electrical engineer—might consider law
school.50 At the end of the day, however,
Bush attended Howard University for two
years before securing an appointment to the
U.S. Air Force Academy. Bush would be “a
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Chief Justice Warren inscribed this dictionary as a gift to Bush on his graduation and did the same for the other
pages.

pioneer” at the academy as well, becoming its
first Black graduate in 1963. He subsequently
earned a master’s degree in international
relations from Georgetown University before
serving in the Vietnam War in the late 1960s.
Fluent in both Russian and Vietnamese, Bush
rose to the rank of captain and served as the
head of multiple interrogation teams.
Shortly after graduating from the Air
Force Academy, Bush married Bettina Wills.
They raised three children. Bush subsequently left the Air Force, in part because
he believed that racism inhibited a future
promotion. He attended Harvard Business
School and went onto a career as an executive
officer for such companies as Max Factor,
ICN Pharmaceuticals, and Hughes Electronics.
Charles Vernon Bush died of colon cancer in his Montana home on November 5,
2012, at age seventy-two. He was survived

by his wife, three children, nine grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren—many of
whom were at his side during the final hours
of his life. His ashes are interred at the Air
Force Academy.
Like Bush, Saunders and Williams also
pursued non-legal careers. Frederick Saunders held multiple positions in the federal government, including with the Immigration and Naturalization Service and
the United States Postal Service. Samuel
Williams earned his Ph.D. in Public Policy
and served in both the public and private
sector, including a stint in the Office of
Management and Budget. Although most of
the pages did not go to law school, their
time at the Supreme Court impacted their personal lives and professional careers. While
serving as a page sparked Samuel Williams’
interest in public policy, it did far more than
that.
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Being a page was a singular experience to me. Being shy and quiet,
it then gave me confidence in myself and my abilities. I could interact with persons of any stature. It
helped me reach my full potential.
Talking to the Chief Justice, talking
to Justice Brennan, having Justice
Clark smile at me—it gave me so
much confidence in myself. Gave
me the confidence that I could perform at any task… [as well as] the
education, character, curiosity and
sense of integrity for meeting life’s
challenges.51
Unfortunately, the “singular experience”
afforded Charles Bush and Samuel Wilson is
no longer available for a new generation of
teenagers. In July of 1975, the Supreme Court
announced that the century-old tradition of
hiring high school students to serve as pages
had come to an end; henceforth, the Court
would only hire young adults (to be called
“attendants”) with high school degrees.52
The Court did hire its first female page—
Deborah Gelin—in the fall of 1972 before the
program was terminated.

Conclusion
In October Term 1954, the Supreme
Court heard oral arguments regarding the
implementation of the Brown decision. The
resulting opinion is commonly referred to
as “Brown II.”53 In his unanimous opinion, Chief Justice Earl Warren ordered local
school districts to desegregate their schools
“with all deliberate speed.” Supporters of
immediate integration were dismayed by the
vague language, which ultimately allowed
southern states to use a variety of tactics
to deliberately evade and resist the Court’s
mandate that public schools be desegregated.
What has been forgotten in the discussion of Brown II and the “all deliberate
speed” standard is that Chief Justice Warren
himself forced a public school to desegregate
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Bush went on to become the first Black graduate of
the United States Air Force Academy in 1963. He
subsequently earned a master’s degree in international
relations from Georgetown University before serving
in the Vietnam War. Fluent in both Russian and Vietnamese, Bush rose to the rank of captain. He later
attended Harvard Business School and went on to a
corporate career.

within months of the first Brown decision. He
achieved this feat not through a court order,
but by the hiring of Charles Bush. And Bush,
in courageously accepting the challenge of
being the first minority page, helped the
Court take its first tentative step in fulfilling
the promise of Brown v. Board of Education.
Author’s Note: This article could not
have been written without the help and participation of many people. That includes Jerry
Papazian (President of the U.S. Capitol Page
Alumni Association), Franz Jantzen (Collections Manager for Graphic Arts, Supreme
Court Curator’s Office), and Matthew Hofstedt (Associate Curator). Darryl Gonzalez (author of The Children Who Ran
Congress: A History of Congressional
Pages) kindly shared his interview notes
with Charles Bush. I was fortunate to interview Bettina Bush (widow of Charles Bush),
and former Supreme Court pages George
Hutchinson, Vance Morrison, Robert Jacoby,
Stuart Polly, Frederick Saunders, Samuel
Williams, Ernest J. Wilson III, and Hunter R.
Clark. I also want to thank Clare Cushman,
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Chad Oldfather, Charles Peppers, and Susan
Stein for reading earlier versions of this
article.
Todd C. Peppers holds the Fowler Chair
in Public Affairs at Roanoke College and
is also a visiting professor of law at the
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